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from it, at that moment you will achieve your goal, and you
will behold . . . the Savior who, without you knowing it,
has lovingly guided you."
Zosima and Aliosha are bathed in the same blessed light.
They love, and this is sufficient to gain the sympathy of
simple people and children. (Book X of the novel is entirely
devoted to Aliosha's friendship for the children of the re-
gion.)
The intellectual attacks this serene philosophy. Ivan Kara-
mazov fights the serene faith of his brother with the diaboli-
cal arguments of the Grand Inquisitor. The legend that Ivan
relates to Aliosha is the culmination of The Brothers Kara-
mazovj and probably the testament of Dostoevsky's literary
career. It sums up everything, illumines everything, and is
truly Dostoevsky's last word.
In Seville, during the Inquisition, Christ appears among
the crowd. He is recognized at once. People throng around
Him and beg Him for miracles. Jesus performs the miracles
asked of Him. Then the Grand Inquisitor, a man of ninety
with a dried up face and hollow eyes, orders the arrest of the
Savior. At night, the Grand Inquisitor visits Jesus in the
dungeon. "Why have you come to disturb us," he says. 'Tor
You do disturb us." The old man proceeds to read a terrible
indictment against Jesus. The Grand Inquisitor does not be-
lieve in God or man. He does not believe in God because he
refuses to heed the Savior's words, "You have no right to add
one word to what you have said." He does not believe in
man because he maintains that the Christian doctrine goes
beyond the moral strength of mankind.
He rejects the synthesis of the human and divine principle
in freedom. "I want to make you free," Jesus had said. But
by proclaiming the freedom of choice between good and